
 

 

Teacher  Email 

George Cardenas gcardenas@phoenixunion.org 

Steve Andrews andrews@phoenixunion.org 

Colleen Fitzpatrick cfitzpatrick2@phoenixunion.org 

Carla Flores zubiate-flores@phoenixunion.org 

Josiah Guthrie guthrie@phoenixunion.org 

Shoshanna Kroeger skroeger@phoenixunion.org 

Debbie Kunes kunes@phoenixunion.org 

Susana Masamery smasamery@phoenixunion.org 

Cueponcaxochitl Moreno-Sandoval csandoval@phoenixunion.org 

Danielle Shields shields@phoenixunion.org 

Gina Vullo vullo@phoenixunion.org 

Jeremy Yocum jyocum@phoenixunion.org 

 

PUHSD Mission 

Preparing Students for Success in College, Career, and Life. 

  

The following Freshman Grade Level questions ensure we are in line with the mission. 

• Central Question: Who am I? 

• Essential Questions include 

o What stories do I tell? 

o How do I self-identify? 

o How do I connect with others? 

o How am I a representation of a belief system? 

The following Sophomore Grade Level questions ensure we are in line with the mission. 

• Central Question: How is embracing multiple contexts a strength? 

• Essential Questions include 

o How do others think? 

o How do contextual factors influence decisions? 

o How does context impact who we are? 

 

Grade 9 Courses and Credits  

Meet Ups (Advisory) is a period of time during the school day dedicated to increasing 

academic achievement by removing barriers to learning and providing interventions and 

support.  The goals of advisory are aligned to the District’s strategic plan in the areas of 

achieving readiness in college, career and life; building a strong school community and 

creating a culture of excellence. 

No. of Credits: .25 

 



Exploring Computer Science is a Career and Technical Education course that provides 

students with an introduction to the world of computer science.  There are six units are 

inquiry and equity based and designed to be real-world applicable and meaningful for 

students of all levels. 

No. of Credits: 1 

 

Algebra 1-2/3-4 H is designed to prepare students for careers in mathematics, science, 

engineering or related fields. Concept units focus on tasks that are inquiry based and 

more in depth. This course is an integration of technology, inquiry-based learning, and 

critical thinking.  

No. of Credits: 1 

 

English 1-2 H explores critical thinking, reading, and academic writing. Students engage 

in an intensive study of literature, language and composition through group and 

independent work. 

No. of Credits: 1 

 

World History/Geography 1-2H provides the student with an opportunity to do an in-

depth study of the historical, economic, social, political and diplomatic aspects of world 

civilizations. 

No. of Credits: 1 

 

Art 1-2 is an exploratory course covering most art mediums which include: drawing, 

painting, graphic arts and three dimensional work. A major emphasis will be on the use 

of the elements and principles of design as they relate to various problems. 

No. of Credits: 1 

 

Spanish 1-2 H/3-4 H/Spanish for Spanish Speakers 1-2H emphasizes oral proficiency 

and on the Fundamentals of speaking and understanding basic Spanish. We will be 

focusing on the Five C’s of World Languages Standards: Communication, Culture, 

Connections, Comparisons and Communities. This course will enable students to achieve 

the four basic skills: Listening Comprehension, Speaking, Reading, and Writing as well as 

an awareness of the Spanish, Latin American and other cultures of the world. 

No. of Credits: 1 

 

Foundations of Scientific Inquiry 1-2 is designed to develop a “tool kit” of concepts 

and skills that will be used and built upon in subsequent higher-level science courses, 

and ultimately taken into students’ lives well beyond graduation. It is a freshman level 

course that incorporates basic ideas and modes of thought common to all scientific 

disciplines in an enriched cross-disciplinary classroom environment.  

No. of Credits: 1 

 

Grade 10 Course and Credits 

Meet Ups (Advisory) is a period of time during the school day dedicated to increasing 

academic achievement by removing barriers to learning and providing interventions and 



support.  The goals of advisory are aligned to the District’s strategic plan in the areas of 

achieving readiness in college, career and life; building a strong school community and 

creating a culture of excellence. 

No. of Credits: .25 

 

Chemistry 1-2 H is a laboratory science course in which we will learn about the 

composition and interaction of matter.  Throughout the course, we will use a variety of 

methods to study matter in the universe, including: experimentation, analysis of data, 

presentations, projects, discussions, reading and writing strategies, and examination of 

the relevance Chemistry to the past, present, and future.  

No. of Credits: 1 

 

AZ/US History H is a conceptual look at changing American culture, politics, 

environment, and economics from ancient civilizations of North America to the present 

day.  The course's intent is to help students better understand the themes of history 

which shaped and continue to impact our lives.  

No. of Credits:  1 

 

Spanish 3-4 H/5-6 H/Spanish for Spanish Speakers 3-4 H will reinforce literacy 

concepts and skills learned in the first-year. Students will have opportunities to improve 

their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Content includes literature-based 

units combined with grammar, reading and writing activities for personal and academic 

purposes.  

No. of Credits:  1 

 

English 3-4 H is a comprehensive study of world literature, language and composition. 

Students will focus on critical thinking, reading and academic writing through intensive 

study, independent and cooperative work.   

No. of Credits: 1  

 

Geometry 1-2 H/Pre-Calculus H/Calculus H  is designed to prepare students to start 

seeing the connections within the STEM fields by offering real world problem and 

projects.  This course will be taught alongside Chemistry 1-2H to allow students to 

readily see the integration of the two subjects.  This course is an integration of 

technology, inquiry-based learning, and critical thinking. 

No. of Credits: 1 

 

Engineering 1-2 H students will become familiar with engineering design development 

and technology systems. Students will use problem-solving skills and teamwork to create 

products in a project centered environment. Students will learn innovative techniques in 

mechanical design, robotics and automated systems.   

No. of Credits:  1 

 

  



Computer coding 1-2 Students will learn different programing languages and software 

that will help them to create real word applications. Students will use problem-solving 

skills and teamwork to create the different projects. 

No. of Credits: 1 

 

Computer Networking 1-2 This program is designed to prepare students for entry level 

employment and post-secondary education related to design, installation, configuration, 

and troubleshooting computer networks. 

No. of Credits: 1 

 

 

Materials Required and provided by Coding 

Lap top (charged) & backpack 

Engineering Notebook (Grade 10 only) 

Sketchbook  

Quad-ruled notebook  

Writing instruments 

 

 

Investigations & Learning opportunities 

• Music   

• Graphic Novel 

• Film 

• Novel 

• Video Games 

 

It is essential that students are in-class and prepared to learn every day.  When a 

student misses school it is the responsibility of the student to determine what was 

missed and take the necessary steps to make up for the missed learning opportunities.  

 

Late Work:  

Student work is evidence of progress, performance, and participation, and it is crucial 

that work is completed in a timely manner, in tandem with the corresponding learning 

endeavor.  Consistently late, missed, or incomplete assignments will warrant a parent 

conference and/or the creation of an academic intervention plan. If you have an 

emergency, please arrange for an extension with the teachers prior to the due date of an 

assignment. 

 

Electronic Communication 

This year, students will use a learning management system, to manage course files, 

discussions, groups, and assignments. All students will also receive an email account and 

have access to Office 365.  Instructors will guide students in its use as needed.  Students 

are expected to use their school issued computers for course work.  

 

Communication of Assessment 

One of the objectives behind this system is to give the student more ownership in the 

assessment of his/her learning and to encourage students to be reflective about what 



they have done, are doing, and need to do in the future.   With this in mind, students 

should look at the “grading scale” based on the PCA rubric as follows: 

 

Vanguard (Exceeding Expectations) → 

Demonstrations of learning indicated an innovative & significant effort was made to 

apply & personalize learning; to engage in behaviors that reflect the student’s ability to 

make connections and to think & communicate critically; and to exhibit habits of mind 

needed to support rigorous explorations 

 

On Point (Meeting Expectations) → 

Demonstrations of learning were completed as per the requirements communicated by 

the teacher 

 

Developing (Below Expectations) → 

Teachers will work closely with students who are struggling to meet expectations in 

order to develop a plan whereby students can demonstrate growth, progress and 

improvement.  

 

All reports of progress throughout the semester are reflections of a dynamic process that 

can, and does, change constantly as students take risks, try new things, tackle new skills 

and learn new content. It is natural for students to struggle at some point in this journey 

as they face new challenges. 

 

Approved Grading Scale 

Students who demonstrate that they consistently Exceed Expectations earn  →  A 

Students who demonstrate that they consistently Meet Expectations earn  →  B 

Students who demonstrate that they Meet Expectations most of the time earn      →  C  

Students who demonstrate that they Meet Expectations some of the time earn →  D  

Students who do not Meet Expectations will not earn credit in the course 

 

Field Trips 

Fieldtrips are a critical learning experience in which students are expected to 

participate.  Fieldtrips provide a unique opportunity to extend learning outside of the 

classroom, and are therefore considered to be a necessary element of student 

participation.  If a student cannot attend a fieldtrip, they must make arrangements to 

replace the learning opportunity in a meaningful way outside of the classroom. 

 

Title 1 Program 

Academic tutoring and test preparation is available to all students. Additional support for 

passing classes and graduating on time is the intent of these services.  Support through 

Title I funding is available in the areas of: math, reading and English.  If interested, please 

contact the Principal Seth Beute for additional information at 602-764-5700. 

 

 



Attendance/Tardy 

“Absent” is defined as nonattendance in an assigned class or activity for more than one-

half of the period. (PUHSD Governing Board Policy J-1561 JHR) 

“Tardy” is defined as not being in the assigned class or activity when the tardy bell has 

finished ringing. (PUHSD Governing Board Policy J-1561 JHR) 

Students may fail the class for the semester in any course, when reaching a total of 12 

excused/unexcused absences and after school-documented interventions have been 

exhausted. (Student Procedures Handbook page 22) 

 

Fees 

Certain classes and clubs will require a fee.  This will be further addressed by the 

classroom teachers and/or club sponsors. 

  

Refer to the student handbook for additional policies and information  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Parent/Guardian and Student Sign-Off Document         

 

By signing this document, I agree to adhere to the policies and procedures of Phoenix Coding 

Academy.  

 

Student Name & ID: ______________________________________________________ 

 

Student Signature: _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Name:  __________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


